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COOPERATION BELOW THE GROUND

The enhanced level of photosynthesis 
enhances the flow of nutrients from the 

roots to the mycorrhizal fungi.

The mycorrhizal fungi supply the 
trees with nutrients in exchange for 

carbohydrates.

Organisms living in the soil eat the fungi, 
releasing their nutrients in the soil to be taken 

up by the trees.

The enhanced nutrient cycle 
in the soil enhances the level of 

photosynthesis by the trees.

The trees, the mycorrhizal fungi and the animals eating the fungi are all part of a system of 
cooperation that enhances the efficiency of photosynthesis of the forest, i.e. its productivity.
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